BASIC FIRE SAFETY GUIDELINES
FOR OUTDOOR BURNING
Careless debris burning is a primary cause

of wildfires every year in Tennessee.
Wildfires result in millions of dollars of

damaged or lost resources, property and lives.

Most people never intend to start a wildfire,
but even the best of intentions can produce
disastrous results when safety precautions
aren’t taken.

Safe disposal of household trash, leaves,
brush piles, and construction debris can
eliminate a major wildfire threat. If you
must burn debris, do it safely. This pamphlet
provides some of the basic guidelines for
outdoor burning.

CONSIDER ALTERNATIVES TO
BURNING

Some types of debris, such as leaves, grass
and stubble may be of more value if they
are not burned. Composting can yield
valuable organic matter that can be used to
enrich the soil, while helping extend the
useful life of landfills. Household trash such
as glass and metal that can’t be composted
can be hauled away to a recycling center or
landfill.

For current weather information and burning
conditions, contact the Division of Forestry.
Permits and burning advisories can be obtained
at no cost by calling this number during
regular working hours Monday through Friday
(with the exception of State holidays).

Your call will help us protect your property,
and will reduce false alarms.
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For more information about safe debris
burning, contact the Tennessee Department
of Agriculture, Division of Forestry, P.O. Box
40627, Nashville, TN 37204; 615-837-5537;

615-837-5129 or visit our website at:
http://www.state.tn.us/agriculture/forestry
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